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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT 


Wednesday,  OctolDer  12,  1938 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "NOTES  EOR  FOOD  SHOPPERS."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel, 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

— ooOoo — 

The  mailman  has  just  iDrought  the  latest  news  of  supplies  and  prices  of 
seasonal  foods  ~  news  to  help  you  with  your  marketing  this  month. 

First,   some  fruit  news.     Ordinarily  apples  and  grapes  are  most  plentiful 
and  cheapest  in  Octoher.     This  year  there  are  fewer  apples  and  grapes  than  last 
year  ~  fewer  apples  especially.    But  apples  are  selling  at  ahout  the  same  price 
as  last  year.    And  grapes  have  "been  much  cheaper.     The  reason  is  that  food- 
shoppers  generally  haven't  as  much  to  spend  as  last  year.     This  lower  level  of 
consumer  incomes  has  offset  much  of  the  price-hoo sting  effect  of  smaller  crops. 
Part  of  the  apiDle  crop  goes  into  storage.     Conseq.uently  prices  move  up  from 
Octoher  until"  the  new  apples  begin  coming  in  the  following  slimmer.     So  if  you're 
buying  apples  or  grapes,  don't  forget  that  this  is  the  month  when  you'll  get 
them  at  the  lowest  price. 

Now  about  orr.nges.     The  California  Valencia  orange  season  is  drawing  to 
a  close  with  prices  still  at  relatively  low  levels.     The  first  Florida  oranges 
of  the  193S-I939  season  reached  markets  in  late  September.     From  nov  on  for  the 
rest  of  the  year  more  and  more  Florida  oranges  will  be  coming  on  the  market. 
Texas  oranges  will  soon  start  moving,  too.    Ajid  California  Navel  oranges  will 
begin  coming  in  early  in  November.    As  yet  the  experts  haven't  made  up  predic- 
tions as  to  how  large  the  193S-'39  orange  crop  will  be,  but  from  the  looks  of 
things  at  present,  orange  growers  are  counting  on  a  plentiful  crop  again  this 
season. 

As  for  vegetables,  crops  in  general  are  good,  too.     Supplies  of  most  of 
the  vegetables  which  are  harvested  in  the  fall  and  stored  for  winter  marketing 
are  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  I937.     Cabbages  are  making  a  record  this  fall. 
The  late  cabbage  crop  is  5O  percent  larger  than  last  year's,    ^bout  half  of  it 
will  go  into  sauerkraut,  by  the  way.    We'll  probably  have  more  carrots,  celery 
and  onions  than  we  did  last  year.     More  carrots,  celery  and  onions,  but  fewer 
potatoes.    As  for  prices,   so  far  all  these  stable  vegetables  have  been  selling 
for  less  than  they  did  last  year  because  the  supplies  have  been  larger.    But  the 
time  when  th3se  items  are  usually  cheapest  of  all  is  October  or  November  when^ 
the  harvest  reaches  its  peak.    After  that  the  prices  usually  go  up  slowly  until 
the  following  spring. 
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Now  for  a  little  news  alDout  eggs  and  meat.    The  reason  eggs  have  "been 
more  expensive  than  last  yer.r  is  that  we  have  fewer  of  them,  "both  fresh  and 
storage.     Generally  egg  prices  go  up  \mtil  they  reach  their  high  point  in 
Novemher.    But  this  year  "because  egg  supplies  a,re  small,   the  price  has  already 
gone  up  considerahly ,  especially  in  eggs  of  top  quality.     These  advancing  prices 
have  "been  held  in  check  somewhat  hy  consumer  resistance  to  paying  more.  lor 
the  rest  of  this  yea,r  —  that  is,  up  until  this  coming  January  anyway,  we  won't 
have  as  many  eggs  as  we  did  last  year.    But  during  the  winter  when  the  pullets 
from  this  spring's  large  hatch  start  laying,  the  fresh  eggs  coming  in  may  keep 
down  the  price  "boosting  that  would  usually  "be  the  result  of  such  small  storage 
holdings. 

All  those  chickens  from  the  spring's  "big  hatch  have  "been  keeping  poultry 
prices  way  "below  last  fall's  prices.    But  fowl  —  that  is,  poultry  over  a  year 
old  has  "been  selling^^hout  as  much  as  last  year  "because  farmers  have  "been  keeping 
as  many  of  their  laying  hens  as  possi'ble.    Probahly  there  will  "be  a  good  many 
chickens  on  the  market  for  the  rest  of  the  year  —  many  more  than  last  year 
anyv;ay.    As  for  prices,  they  usually  go  down  during  the  last  half  of  the  year 
until  they  hit  "bottom  in  Decemlaer.     They  have  already  gone  down  considera"bly 
more  than  usual  at  this  date  "because  of  the  large  supplies  on  hand.    As  long  as 
these  supplies  continue,  chicken  should  not  "be  very  expensive. 

As  for  turkeys,  more  will  "be  coming  to  market  than  last  year  "but  not  so 
many  as  in  13])0.     If  you  remem"ber,    '36  was  the  fall  when  we  had  a  record  turkey 
crop.    And  this  year  turkeys  will  "be  coming  to  market  somewhat  earlier  than 
usual.    A  good  many  farmers  are  planning  to  sell  more  turkeys  than  usual  in 
Octo'ber  said  not  keep  so  many  over  to  Decem"ber.    About  the  same  num"ber  will  come 
on  the  market  in  November  of  this  year  as  last  year.    By  the  way,  they  say 
turkeys  are  going  to  be  a  little  heavier  in  weight  this  year  than  last. 

Nov;  a  little  news  about  pork.     Pork  is  going  to  be  much  more  plentiful 
from  this  month  on  until  next  September  —  more  plentiful  than  it  has  been  in 
the  season  just  ended.    As  perhaps  you  know,  fresh  pork  prices  are  highest  in 
September  and  lowest  in  February.    Prices  generally  move  down  between  these  two 
months  as  marketings  increase.    Part  of  the  pork  processed  during  this  heavy 
period  of  slaughter  goes  in  storage  for  use  at  later  seasons  when  fewer  animals 
are  being  slaughtered. 

By  the  way,  listeners,  with  more  pork  coming  on  the  market,  you  may  find 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  two  leaflets  on  cooking  pork  especially  useful. 
Write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  Leaflet  No.  ^5 
called  "Pork  in  Preferred  V/ays."     That  leaflet  gives  recipes  for  cooking  fresh 
pork.     Then  you  are  also  welcome  to  Leaflet  No.  81  called  "Cooking  Cured  Pork." 
These  leaflets  are  free  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts.     Write  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  one  or  both  of  them. 
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